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Synopsis

Five CDs, 6 hrs.It was just days before Christmas, 1940. The war is raging in Europe when Kate
Jamison makes her debut in New York City. In a room filled with the scions of East Coast society
and the leading political figures of the day, it is Joe Allbright who catches Kated ™s eye. At
twenty-nine, Joe is the brilliant protA©gA® of Charles Lindbergh, and already a legend in flying
circles for his record-breaking speed and state-of-the-art airplane designs. But on this glittering
night, all Kate sees is a tall, strikingly handsome man who seems at once awkward and
larger-than-life, like a shining star a ” just out of reach. Joe, too, is caught off balance by his
response to Kate, seeing in this beautiful young woman a much-needed friend, the lifelong soulmate
he never expected to find. And as the months pass, they will meet again, forging a bond that will set
the course of both their lives. Kate will go off to study at Radcliffe. Joe will skyrocket to fame in
modern aviation. Joea ™s planes are his life, his passion. But irresistibly drawn to her, like a moth
to a flame always, he comes back to Kate. Even after the long dark years of World War I, when
Kate was sure she had finally lost him completely, Joe returns. Never willing to stay, always needing
to fly. But now the war is over, and Kate is twenty-four. She wants marriage, a family. Joe wants the
world, his limitless horizons, and the powerful aviation empire he is building. Unable to wait any
longer, Kate begins to move on with her life. But when a chance encounter brings them together
again, the time has finally come to make a choice, one that will have profound consequences for
them botha |and for those around them. Kate knows that this is their last chance, their final chance.
But she also knows that Joe needs freedom more than anything, freedom to stretch his wings and
to soar. Kate will have to find a way to love this dazzling man, this lone eaglea |or she will have to
set him free.Against a vivid backdrop of war and thrilling innovation, Danielle Steel breathes life into
history, weaving an intensely human story that spans three decades. With rare insight and
emotional power, she brings to life a tale of love and sacrifice, of holding on and letting go, of
survival in the face of unthinkable loss. It is a novel of extraordinary grace and compassion from a

master storyteller.
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Customer Reviews

Nobody ever said love was easy, but in Steel’s latest romance, it's a perpetual uphill battle. From
the moment beautiful, enormously poised 17-year-old Bostonian Kate Jamison meets handsome,
much older Joe Allbright just before Pearl Harbor at a debutante party, she’s desperately in love.
Joe is smitten, too, but he is deeply committed to his career as a pilot he’s already an ace,
associated with Lindbergh. The two try to pretend they can just be friends, but passion flares
between them on the eve of war. When Joe returns from Europe, after years in a German prison
camp, everyone expects they will marry, but Joe cannot commit and Kate moves on. She goes to
New York, marries a college friend and has a son; meanwhile, Joe establishes an airplane-building
empire. Still, they can’t forget each other, and when they meet up again, even social mores can’t
keep them apart. Their roller-coaster relationship takes many more dips and turns before Kate
finally realizes what she must do to make it work: "let him come and go, and appreciate him." Her
surrender may gall some readers, but she and Joe are engaging characters, and Steel’s expert
plotting keeps the novel moving at a good pace. (Apr.)Forecast: This eagle will sit in its aerie atop
the bestseller list.Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an

alternate Audio CD edition.

Steel’s fifty-first novel has all the elements her fans crave--wealthy characters, lavish settings, and
an opulent lifestyle. In December of 1974, Kate receives the quintessential dreaded phone call: her
husband Joe’s plane exploded, and no one survived. She is assailed with memories, beginning with
the day they met some 33 years before at a debutante ball. Kate was only 17 but seemed much
older as she was accustomed to such settings, while Joe at 29 was uncomfortable and only came at
the request of his friend, Charles Lindbergh. Nonetheless, there is an instant rapport between them,
and they exchange letters while Kate attends Radcliffe College. They realize that they’re falling in

love but restrain from commitment when WWII erupts and Joe is sent to England as a flying ace.



When Joe comes back to the States to receive a medal, they consummate their love, but Joe is
reluctant to get engaged. And so it goes. Joe is obsessed with flying and establishing his airline
company, inducing a frustrated Kate to marry someone else, but Joe remains the love of her life
and, well, there are no surprises here. It’s a typical Steel soap opera that seems, oddly, to take the
form of a male fantasy in which the woman is totally subservient to her macho flying man’s needs
and desires. Patty EngelmannCopyright A© American Library Association. All rights reserved --This

text refers to an alternate Audio CD edition.

This book really hit home. Ok could relate on many levels. Even though | didn’t want it to end, it
ended perfectly. Well done Danielle. You have a true gift and you touch me and make me feel,
understand and validate me more than anyone ever has by telling your stories that you are inspired
and driven to put down on paper and share with others. | continue to go to bed each night having

read your stories to myself and living it. Hats off to you. Sweet dreams. God bless...

A very easy transaction and book arrived exactly as described.

One of the best of Danielle Steel ’s novels...l couldn’t wait until | read the last page and then |
wanted there to be several more pages...l highly recommend this novel...Great summer read or any
other season...Enjoy! A A AAcA A AA A A AA

Great!!!

| love reading Danielle Steel books but this is the first one that gets a little boring in the middle with
so much same ole stuff that had happened already in the same book. However it was still a good

lesson at the end

Danielle Steele is a first class novelist. Her stories are varied and true to life. They give the reader

an insight into the varied lives of people .

Nice book to read on a coast to coast flight. . . Just have tissues ready! Love her books. Looking for

to the new 2017 stories!

Great book but Ms Steel has had better ones.
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